Sharene and Tyrise Blog Story (Draft)	Comment by Laura Deck: Bookshare blogs are typically 600-700 words with occasional blogs being longer. Busy teachers and parents are less likely to read pieces much longer that 800 words. So I removed a lot of superfluous words and phrases to tighten it up. Went from 1176 words to 933, and it could still be shorter.

Working Title: Bonded by Bookshare, A Mother and Daughter Story
OR:
Mother and Daughter Bond Over Bookshare and Unlock Reading Success	Comment by Laura Deck: Alternate title that promotes benefits of Bookshare

Quote from Sharene Nathan:	Comment by Laura Deck: We typically don’t use last names (or just use first initial of last name) for privacy reasons, especially for minors. 
 
“We live with learning differences, but that doesn’t define who we are as people.” – Sharene N.	Comment by Laura Deck: I love this quote! Consider inserting it as a pull quote


Bookshare is notoriously known for bringsing people from all backgrounds together through technology that makes reading much easier., and accessible to those with print disabilities. There are no limits when it comes to the impact that Bookshare has on people’s day -to -day lives. The same rings true for a mother and daughter duo, Sharene Nathan and Tyrise Carey, from the east side of Detroit, Michigan, whose relationship was strengthened through their use of Bookshare, the an online library for of accessible eBook ebooks for people with reading barriers.platform. 	Comment by Laura Deck: Watch overuse and placement of adverbs – a little goes a long way – better to use colorful adjectives. First sentence should be present tense, active verb, clean and succinct.	Comment by Laura Deck: Watch overuse of sentences that start with there is/are/was/were. Try to avoid passive voice and rephrase with a subject and active verb. 	Comment by Laura Deck: ebook is the standard marketing format. If ebook appears at the beginning of the sentence, it is written ‘Ebook’

 
Meet Sharene Nathan 	Comment by Laura Deck: use subheads to summarize the next 3 paragraphs, highlight SEO words like dyslexia, and let readers who scan know what the main message is 
Undiagnosed Dyslexia Led to Learning Struggles for Sharene

Sharene Nathan, an full-time mom and employee in the Detroit Public School Community District, is no stranger when it comes to finding new and innovative ways to learn due to her personal experience with dyslexia. Sharene can recalls many joys and adventures of her childhood, growing up in Detroit on St. Clair and Jefferson Streetin Detroit, but although beautiful moments were created and filled with plenty of adventure, an eagerness to learn haswas not always been a confident part of her educational experience. Her classroom experience left her feeling uncomfortable rReading out loud and participating in class like her peersleft her feeling uncomfortable. Having been shuffled through the education system with an undiagnosed case of dyslexia, As a result, Sharene found herself just barely graduateding from high school. It wasn’t until Sharene she startedwent to college at Wayne State University that her learning differences challenges would begin to be addressed. Through her struggle to comprehend reading assignments, lectures, and class discussions, a close colleague of hers suggested that she get tested for dyslexia., and she was given a contact number to a doctor at Wayne State. 	Comment by Laura Deck: all moms are full time! We introduce Sharene as Tyrise’s mom in the next section so not necessary here

After a doctor diagnosed Sharene was diagnosed with Ddyslexia, many open doors filled withshe encountered several mentors and new better learning strategies. came into fruition. Sharene met Nancy Brown, an Detroit-based oOutreach cCoordinator for Benetech, the parent company of Bookshare., based out of Detroit, Michigan. Nancy’s specializes in outreach and focuses on providing better learning experiences to  help promote moreincrease equity in education. for all. Nancy happened to have caught Sharene on her free time and explained to her  introduced Sharenefurther how to Bookshare and explained how to use it to read books. works. This introduction changed Sharene’s life, and she Sharene often refers to Nancy as her saving grace. having introduced her to Bookshare, which in return changed her life.	Comment by Laura Deck: Unnecessary detail that contributes to wordiness and doesn’t add to narrative

“I downloaded a book, and I understood it. and comprehended it. I like soft male voices. It catches my attention and. Bbrings the book alive – hearing the words. I can see the words come off the page.  I’m experiencing what is being said,.” says, Sharene. Since being introduced to Bookshare, Sharene has discovered her love of the author Joyce Myers, and one of her favorite books is, Homemade Love by J. California Cooper. With Sharene’s newfound love of books through Bookshare, she’s gained the confidence to go back to school. She is  to completinge her bachelor’s degree in Human Resources, and now her master’s degree in education, in which she happily participates in her class lectures and discussions.	Comment by Laura Deck: Link to books by Joyce Myers	Comment by Laura Deck: Link to the book


A Bookshare Bond: Introducing Tyrise Carey.
Mom Sharene and Daughter Tyrise Bond Over Bookshare

Although Sharene has had her own personal journey with Bookshare, it wasn’t until she started to become became more engaged with the learning toolebook library that she discovered that her daughter, Tyrise, had also beenwas using it for her personal studies at the Detroit School of the Arts.	Comment by Laura Deck: Bookshare does facilitate learning, but it is not technically a learning tool per se like educational software. Better to say ‘ebook library’

Tyrise has been diagnosed with autism, and other learning challenges. This diagnosis changed Sharene’s mindset, as a mother, and she figured she needed to find a better way to better communicate with her daughter and help with her on an education.al level with not being as familiar with how autism works. Tyrise didn’t become verbal until the age of four4, and she often utilizes uses drawing to explain and express herself, which has led to her career path of art creation and design.	Comment by Laura Deck: Comma is not needed before the coordinating conjunction (and) because the clause that follows and is dependent (i.e., ‘other learning challenges’ is not a complete sentence)	Comment by Laura Deck: redundant

Before Bookshare, Tyrise was often frustrated with comprehending certain learning topics, but by using Bookshare with her mother, doing so with her mother and Bookshare, it’s made the learning process is a lot easier for them both. Tyrise also utilizes uses YouTube as they haveto listen to books that are read aloud, but she likes Bookshare better because with Bookshare, it’s the real book.  Tyrise exclaims, “I’m not a baby.  I’m a tenth10th grader. I’m  in Hhigh Sschool. Bookshare gives me my independence. “	Comment by Laura Deck: what do you mean by the real book? Does YouTube offer audio only? Need to explain how Bookshare differs by offering five formats: audio, audio+highlighted text, large font, braille, Word

Both Sharene and Tyrise can agree that before Bookshare they despised reading. overall. Bookshare has opened the door to make reading comprehension and learning fun and engaging.  not only with each other but overall. Sharene says, “With Bookshare, Tyrise can follow along.  It highlights the words as it’s they are reads out loud.  For example, the word “’relationship’”.  Tyrise can take that word and say, “’I want to learn more about it.’”.  So, she’s building her vocabulary. It’s growing from a 100-to-150-word vocabulary, which increases her communication skills.” Bookshare is giving Tyrise tools to express herself and get her thoughts and her emotions out in an effective way. Sharene states, “It takes a village, and everyone in this village needs to be on the same page as Tyrise, the matriarch of the village, to support her through her experiences.” This further emphasizes the love and dedication not only Sharene has for her daughter but andfor their journey together on the educational path.	Comment by Laura Deck: Quotes within quotes use single quotation marks. 	Comment by Laura Deck: What reading tool and device does Tyrise use? Those are important details that should be included. It sounds like the reading tool she  uses has word look-up capabilities which is NOT a standard feature of Bookshare Reader. Don’t want to imply that a dictionary feature is built into Bookshare.	Comment by Laura Deck: How is Bookshare doing this?	Comment by Laura Deck: This what? Pronoun without clear antecedent


On Bookshare, Tyrise loves to read comic books, and the Percy Jackson book series, in whichand her she and Sharene have found a common interests toenjoy discussing details of the storiesy often. Tyrise can also be found teachesing Sharene how to use all the fully functional various features of Bookshare. “She’s my little computer person. She knows how to do everything from on her phone.  She helps me.  Click, click click, and it’s done. She’s my all in all,”, says Sharene.  	Comment by Laura Deck: Link to Percy Jackson special collection	Comment by Laura Deck: Not sure what this means? My all-in-all? If it’s confusing and not defined for readers, suggest deleting it. Again – commas go INSIDE quotation marks.

Bookshare continues to serve as the communication tool for the pair to learn and develop together. 	Comment by Laura Deck: This statement is your main idea


What Tthe Future Holds & Beyond for Sharene and Tyrise	Comment by Laura Deck: redundant

Sharene has taken her efforts further to raise awareness about Bookshare to her own school district. Each month there’s a parent meeting for the students in the gifted and talented program, and Sharene further emphasizes that Bookshare can be used not only by children but also by their parents as a tool of connection and communication through learning.  Parents are more prone likely to feel comfortable helping their children with their reading assignments because of the features of Bookshare offers. Bookshare could also influence parents to pursue their education even further and to continue their education if they did not have a chance to.	Comment by Laura Deck: This statement implies that gifted and talented students qualify for Bookshare which is not true unless they are also blind, low vision, dyslexic, or physically disabled. Autism alone does not qualify for Bookshare. Need to state at beginning of blog what Bookshare is and who qualifies. 	Comment by Laura Deck: Be careful – parents who are not Bookshare members can follow along when their children read, but parents without qualifying disabilities cannot get their own membership like Sharene has. 	Comment by Laura Deck: Be specific – Bookshare helps with reading assignments only, not other classroom assignments.	Comment by Laura Deck: What are the features Bookshare offers? This is a perfect opportunity to do some marketing and promote Bookshare’s features 	Comment by Laura Deck: Misleading – again, Bookshare can only help parents with proof of qualifying disability. Also, “pursue education further and continue education” are redundant.

Tyrise’s creative artistry and artwork has landed earned her an internship role at a local tattoo shop where she draws tattoo designs and ideas on transfer paper. Her first drawing was a beautiful cross design for her aunt. Both of Tyrise’s parents are looking to invest in a tattoo machine and will get her more tattoo supplies for Christmas. Tyrise’s following has become so large that people are finding her on social media and asking her to draw tattoos for them.  	Comment by Laura Deck: Redundant – artistry/artwork is by definition creative

Sharene and Tyrise continue to break barriers as they overcome their adversities in education and serve as an inspiration for others in the Detroit area. Thank you, Sharene and Tyrise, for sharing your beautiful story, Bonded by Bookshare..

CTA? What action do you want readers to take? Learn more about…

Add Bookshare boilerplate here so readers know who qualifies, what it contains, what it costs, and how to get more info
